Eldercare policy between the state and family: Austria.
Certain aspects of the Austrian system of social security and public welfare for the elderly, on the one hand, and family caregiving, on the other hand, are reviewed. In 1993, a new attendance allowance act for needy persons is being introduced in Austria. This reform includes cash payments on seven different levels according to the degree of need and is supposed to increase the opportunity of choice for the elderly. This assumption remains dubious; it should not be expected that a significant number of new informal caregivers can be recruited. Furthermore, empirical evidence shows that the elderly themselves clearly prefer the expansion of social services over paid family caregiving. There is a need for more research regarding the effects of interaction among the elderly, the family, and professional caregivers and for the promotion of an empowerment approach.